
“Peepin’ at the Risin’ Sun” Notes 
By Henry Brown / Mary Johnson / Ethan Leinwand 

Transcribed and Arranged by Kristian Olsen 
kristian.olsen.info@gmail.com 

 
The purpose of this document is to help distribute this wonderful piece to the world. But if you 
find this of use and would like to buy me a coffee (or chip in for boring website hosting fees), 

you can do so at buymeacoffee.com/kolsen. 
 
General Notes 
What follows is the sheet music for a solo piano arrangement of “Peepin’ at the Risin’ Sun,” a 
lovely St. Louis-style blues piece recorded by Henry Brown (piano) and Mary Johnson (vocals) 
in the early 1930s. A recording of the original piece can be found on Mary Johnson: Complete 
Recorded Works In Chronological Order 1929-1936 (Document Records, track 18).  
 
Ethan Leinwand brilliantly adapted the original version of the piece for solo piano, as heard here. 
My arrangement, and the following sheet music, is heavily inspired by Leinwand, and he 
properly deserves author credit on this, alongside Henry Brown and Mary Johnson. Leinwand 
also recorded the piece with Miss Jubilee on vocals (as the “St. Louis Steady Grinders”), which 
can be heard here. Amazing stuff! 
 
Challenge: Find a better blues piece than this one. Good luck! 
 
You can find my recording of the following sheet music on my YouTube channel. 
 
Note: I have left out articulation and pedaling in this score. Listen to the recording and copy, or 
do whatever you want.  
 
As always, this sheet music is meant only as a guide to your own exploration of the piece. Make 
changes freely, and do whatever sounds good to you. 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/kolsen
https://thedocumentrecordsstore.com/product/mary-johnson-1929-1936/
https://thedocumentrecordsstore.com/product/mary-johnson-1929-1936/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H7l9uXklZvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37HKmv6t9hQ&list=OLAK5uy_mTNeoOiV_UZxfaUthN_it0kpQeCAiwaBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qgXKk7CjAds
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