
“Swanee River Boogie” Notes 
By Albert Ammons 

Transcribed and Arranged by Kristian Olsen 

kristian.olsen.info@gmail.com 

 

The purpose of this document is to help distribute this wonderful piece to the world. But if you 

find this of use and would like to buy me a coffee (or chip in for boring website hosting fees), 

you can do so at buymeacoffee.com/kolsen. 

 

General Notes 

What follows is the sheet music for two versions of Albert Ammons’ “Swanee River Boogie.”  

 

The first version is a note-for-note transcription of Ammons’ 1946 album recording of the piece 

on Mercury records (8022-A). You can hear the recording here. Ammons recorded the piece a 

few other times, but the one that made it on the Mercury album is my favorite. As usual, I faced 

several challenges when transcribing the piece—see below for details. 

 

The second version of sheet music below is the version as I like to play it. My version is pretty 

close to Ammons’ with a few adjustments made throughout to increase playability and to fit my 

taste. You can hear a recording of my version on my YouTube channel. 

 

I have left out articulation and pedaling in these scores. Listen to the recordings and copy, or use 

whatever sounds good to you. 

 

As always, this sheet music is meant only as a guide to your own exploration of the piece. Make 

changes freely, and play it in whatever way moves you. 

 

Measure Notes (from transcription, indicated in score with “*”) 

Parentheses around a note mean that I’m unsure whether the note is actually played in the 

recording, but it would make sense for it to be there. 

 

4: The left hand adds some dissonance here. Probably there’s some wrong notes played here. 

Maybe Ammons intended to play something like this: 

 

 
Personally, I don’t play anything in the left hand here. 

 

21: In the original recording, a guitar enters here. 

 

40: Start this trill on the top note. 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/kolsen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcWS6-duvqY
https://youtu.be/N3YcY5IlfLI


 

43: One of the chief interpretive decisions for a performer of this piece is deciding how to 

approach the runs starting here and measure 59. Ammons plays these runs slightly differently 

in different recordings (often with a few unintended notes), and other performers approach 

these runs in different ways. For my favored approach, see my version below. 

 

51: Ab is probably unintended. 

 

56: Maybe a wrong note; should be C? 

 

59: Surely some unintended notes here. I suspect Ammons meant to mirror the pattern from the 

run starting on measure 43, like this: 

 

 
 

62: Maybe a wrong note; should be C? But see measure 56, so maybe this is intended after all? 

 

82: Probably should be D. 

 

84: Difficult to tell exactly what grace notes Ammons plays here and throughout this verse. 

 

93: C# wrong note? 

 

95: Again, hard to tell what grace notes Ammons plays here. 

 

96: Should be C. 

 

99: Something is probably unintended here. 

 

103: Wrong note; should be C probably. 

 

105: Should be C probably. 

 

106: Wrong note? 

 

116: Tough to decipher what exactly these last two notes are. 
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