
“How Long Blues” Notes 
By Leroy Carr / Ethan Leinwand 

Transcribed and Arranged by Kristian Olsen 
kristian.olsen.info@gmail.com 

 
The purpose of this document is to help distribute this wonderful piece to the world. But if you 
find this of use and would like to buy me a coffee (or chip in for boring website hosting fees), 

you can do so at buymeacoffee.com/kolsen. 
 
General Notes 
The “How Long Blues” was originally recorded (and written?) by Ida Cox with Papa Charlie 
Jackson in 1925. It soon became a popular blues standard with many artists recording their own 
versions of the piece, including, notably, Jimmy Yancey. 
 
What follows is a solo piano arrangement of Leroy Carr’s version of the piece from 1928-1929. 
Several recordings of the piece appear on Leroy Carr Vol. 1 (1928-1929) on Document Records. 
You can hear a representative recording on YouTube. 
 
Carr mostly plays the same eight bars over and over, roughly as follows: 
 

 

https://www.buymeacoffee.com/kolsen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cos1J1eE1W4
https://thedocumentrecordsstore.com/product/how-long-blues-leroy-carr/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqOYncRHtO8


Out of this raw material, modern player Ethan Leinwand has brilliantly crafted an entire stand-
alone piece, slowing down Carr’s tempo and giving the piece a more minor feel. The 
arrangement found below borrows heavily from Leinwand. The piece is as much Leinwand’s as 
Carr’s at this point.  
 
You can find a recording of this sheet music on my YouTube channel. 
 
I have left out articulation and pedaling in this score. Listen to the recording and copy, or use 
whatever sounds good to you.  
 
As always, this sheet music is meant only as a guide to your own exploration of the piece. Make 
changes freely, and do whatever sounds good to you.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SS8ClDbwisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SS8ClDbwisk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNSreTb_t7Y
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